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Sheridan Touchstones 
in History 

Pickett’s Point Gas Station
A recent painting donation was made by Larry McClay.  

This painting by Jean English was done in 1973.

Pickett's Point Gas Station was a well known landmark of the Sheridan
community for many decades.  Larry's father,Paul McClay, and Herman Grey 
worked there and all the local kids know that if they needed a tire fixed, these 
two guys would gladly help.  I am sure there are many people in the Sheridan 
community who could add many tales about the station.

A few memories from others:

Mike Laughlin
Remember it well.  I lived here 70 years ago and hit a home run off the roof 
in Babe Ruth baseball

Dianne Teegarden
I remember Picketts Point . When I was a little girl I would take pop bottles 
in my wagon with my Papaw, Billy Greathouse, to redeem for the deposit, 
while he chatted and caught up on the town news

John English
Jean is my sister-in-law, Tom’s widow. She did awesome work. Tom likely 
made the frame.

The work of the Sheridan Historical Society is 
generously supported by the above.

Thank you…

Hamilton Tax Service
Fiberhawk Internet Services

Richard J. Stephenson

Why is the museum called the Stephenson 
Heritage Center?

Richard Stephenson grew up in Sheridan and has 
always considered this place home.  He has been 
a great supporter of the museum and has made it 
possible for us to own our museum and continue 
to save the history of the Sheridan Community.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/766452754047506/user/100050423257154/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZpzdsNRj4krDY_yFORdIIfKXqSfKSGUw4TUvmYleoiQxAQc6mOHsEyz90TGkSA81YwijC38mHv-0eXvdfnXtY69AA5qYaf4yX5COpBCDdX9oLyuc6P-qDNcsWztp79x94l5FW3AEG7DxRPm6vMbyE0&__tn__=R%5D-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/766452754047506/user/100050423257154/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZpzdsNRj4krDY_yFORdIIfKXqSfKSGUw4TUvmYleoiQxAQc6mOHsEyz90TGkSA81YwijC38mHv-0eXvdfnXtY69AA5qYaf4yX5COpBCDdX9oLyuc6P-qDNcsWztp79x94l5FW3AEG7DxRPm6vMbyE0&__tn__=R%5D-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/766452754047506/user/100000004732907/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZpzdsNRj4krDY_yFORdIIfKXqSfKSGUw4TUvmYleoiQxAQc6mOHsEyz90TGkSA81YwijC38mHv-0eXvdfnXtY69AA5qYaf4yX5COpBCDdX9oLyuc6P-qDNcsWztp79x94l5FW3AEG7DxRPm6vMbyE0&__tn__=R%5D-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/766452754047506/user/100000004732907/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZpzdsNRj4krDY_yFORdIIfKXqSfKSGUw4TUvmYleoiQxAQc6mOHsEyz90TGkSA81YwijC38mHv-0eXvdfnXtY69AA5qYaf4yX5COpBCDdX9oLyuc6P-qDNcsWztp79x94l5FW3AEG7DxRPm6vMbyE0&__tn__=R%5D-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/766452754047506/user/1288648178/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZpzdsNRj4krDY_yFORdIIfKXqSfKSGUw4TUvmYleoiQxAQc6mOHsEyz90TGkSA81YwijC38mHv-0eXvdfnXtY69AA5qYaf4yX5COpBCDdX9oLyuc6P-qDNcsWztp79x94l5FW3AEG7DxRPm6vMbyE0&__tn__=R%5D-R
https://www.facebook.com/groups/766452754047506/user/1288648178/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZZpzdsNRj4krDY_yFORdIIfKXqSfKSGUw4TUvmYleoiQxAQc6mOHsEyz90TGkSA81YwijC38mHv-0eXvdfnXtY69AA5qYaf4yX5COpBCDdX9oLyuc6P-qDNcsWztp79x94l5FW3AEG7DxRPm6vMbyE0&__tn__=R%5D-R
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Sheridan Historical Society 2026
Officers/Board of Directors

Hello Everyone:  Welcome to the March edition of Touchstones in History.  Be sure to check out our upcoming events.  

The Sheridan Historical Society appreciates your support!      Ron Stone

Veteran’s Monument Restored

The Historical Society took on the project of getting a new foundation for the Veteran's 
Monument and to get the monument sitting straight.  The foundation was not strong 
enough and the monument was leaning.  

With a lot of help from the community, this was accomplished.  Work was also done 
on the lighting.  Thank you to the following people who made this restoration possible.

Jack Godby
Kim & Marna Hollingsworth
Mary & Robert Tansy
Jerry Stone
Ron Stone
Phil & Connie Pearson
James Godby
Donna Jessup
Sheridan Healthy Snack Club in memory of Ben Drayer

Sheridan's Veterans Park is located at 103 
W 1st St, Sheridan, IN 46069. This local 
community park honors veterans and often 
serves as a focal point for remembrance, 
featuring a memorial for fallen soldiers.

The Boxley Cabin and Veteran’s Park was 
dedicated April 24, 2008.  The cabin is open 
to the public during summer hours upon 
request.

On the hilltop of Sheridan Veteran’s Park 
stands Boxley Cabin. It was built in 1828 by a 
Virginia-born abolitionist, George Boxley.

The Historical Society 

appreciates our past and 

present veterans!
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Upcoming Events:  Bluegrass Music on the First Fridays of the month from 5:30 - 8:00pm.  Snacks are provided.

The History of Player Pianos

Player pianos, invented in 1895, are acoustic pianos equipped 
with pneumatic, perforated paper roll mechanisms that allow 
them to play automatically.  At their peak in the early 1920s, 
player pianos were considered a staple of modern, affluent 
homes, often featuring jazz and ragtime rolls. Sales dropped 
rapidly after 1925 as radio and phonographs became more 
popular, and the 1929 stock market crash effectively ended 
mass production.

A recently donated piano player has been restored and is playing at the
museum. This piano is at least 100 years old and has been put back into
its original condition by the Northside Music Company of Lafayette. 
This piano has been donated to the museum by Gloria DelGreco. This 
was her mother’s piano, and Gloria is so happy to see it playing again.
Gloria worked for Purdue and was a Community Wellness Coordinator. 
She served as a partner with Sheridan Main Street to get the Monon Trail 
extended through Sheridan.  She has worked in many areas with Sheridan 
to help improve the quality of life here.  Thank you, Gloria!

Player Piano- a New Hit at the Museum

Randy Price donated this air pressure station that was on Griffin's Shell 
Station on Main Street.  Randy remodeled this station.  Grover Waitt worked 
there for 40 years.

The station closed in 1987.   It is certain that many bicycle tires were fixed 
here!

Griffin’s Shell Station



This Civil War Quilt tells a story of Civil War Tragedy. 
The bloodiest and most tragic of all American wars was 
supposed to have come to an end in 1864. Actually, no war 
has ever ended as long as a memory, a memento, or a 
legend exists to recall the heartbreaks, the marked graves, 
the ruined lives.
This is particularly true in a war where brothers fought 
brothers and fathers and sons stood on opposite sides of a 
battle line, as happened so often in the Civil War.
One tragic aftermath of the war of the north against the 
south was what historians call The Sultana Disaster.
The guns were already silenced when the Union 
commissioned the steamboat Sultana to transfer Union 
soldiers in the south back to their northern homes.
Overloaded with freed prisoners, the sick and the 
wounded, most of whom were from Indiana, the old ship 
never made port. North of Memphis the boiler blew up and 
the fire that started destroyed men and boat. Many 
drowned and their bodies were recovered and sent back to 
their homes in new uniforms.
Two brothers, victims of the Sultana sinking, were from 
Waymensville, Indiana in Bartholomew County. The 
mother of the dead youths removed the sashes from their 
uniforms and gave them to a neighbor.

That neighbor was Mrs. Mary Hughes, the great-
grandmother of Jeanne Cornell. formerly of Sheridan, 
Indiana.
Mrs. Hughes took the vari-colored sashes and from them 
designed a large interlocking star motif which was made 
into the central design for a quilt.

Civil Way Quilt
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OWNED BY MRS. WALTER CORNELL

The original quilt is a prized possession of the Cornell household since 
each stitch was put there by Jeanne Cornell's paternal great-grandmother. It 
has been generously donated to the Sheridan Historical Museum.  

Membership Application —-2026
New or Renewals

Return this completed form with membership check made payable to:  Sheridan Historical Society,  315 South Main Street,  Sheridan, IN 

Name:________________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code:____________________________________________________________
Telephone:____________________________________________________________________
Cell:_________________________________________________________________________
Email:________________________________________________________________________
Committee Interests:____________________________________________________________
Other:________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to receive the newsletter via email or a paper copy?________________________

Membership Levels: (Circle) Special Contribution:
Corporate:  $100 year In addition to membership, I wish to contribute an additional gift
Life (individual):  $110 to the Sheridan Historical Society.
Adult, 18+:  $20 yr. Please find enclosed:  $________________
Family:  $35 yr. If anonymous, please check here: ________



5 of 8

Would you like to help?   All gifts are tax-deductible.

Maintaining museum collections as well as facilities can be expensive.  We hope you might consider us for a special gift because 
members and friends tremendously help not-for-profits operation expenses. 

 
Name:________________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code:_____________________________________________________________
Telephone/Cell: ________________________________________________________________
Email:________________________________________________________________________

Mail to:  Sheridan Historical Society
    315 South Main Street
    Sheridan,  IN  46069

Special Note:

Memorial Gift in honor of:

DONORS 2025
 Your donations allow us to continue providing services and to preserve 

the history of our wonderful community.  THANK YOU SO MUCH!
Al & Pat Youmans

Alwin & Judith Roberts
Barbara Savage

Belinda & Michael Jasiak
Bluegrass Band
Brendan White

Cindy Salo
Col Marjorie C. Merrill

Cornell/Dayton Foundation
Craig & Christine Wallace
Craig & Dorothy Bishop
David & Anne Kendall

David Jordan
David W. Kinkead

Donna Jessup & Family
Fred Sturdevant

Gerald & Sally Lindenmayer

Pam Drury
Phyllis Kouns

Richard J. Stephenson Rev. Trust
Robert & Sandra Hatcher

Robert Clements
Robert L. Puzey

Roy & Judy Langdon
Sheridan Historical Society Donations

Sheridan Opera House LLC
Sidewalk Sale

Steve & Linda Osborne
Steven & Rosemarie Allemeier

Suga Boo Properties LLC
Susan Hartman

Timothy O. Cornell
Tom & Anita Alexander

Vicki Remsen

Glenda and Sonny Beck
Gwynn & Tim Ostrander

J. Eric Johnson
Jean Hadley

Jerry & Karen Ross
Judy K. Orr

Judy Langdon
Kevin & Melea Kercheval
Kroger/Organization Don.

Larry Hawley
Lawanda & Paul Nicholas

Leah B. Johnson
Leah B. Raines
Lucinda Salo

Melvin & Marilyn Mundy
Mike & Ginny Glunt

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Huff
Neil & Vonda Stahl

A recent visitor to the museum was Don Morgan.  Don graduated from Hamilton Heights in 1971.  Don was a star in basketball and 
football.  He came because he heard about our basketball display and wanted to see it.  He is also involved in the Hamilton County 
Basketball Hall of Fame.
  
Don was greeted here with some past Sheridan Stars, David Kinkead (far left), Don, Rex Pitts, and museum president, Ron Stone.
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Wood Carvings
by Clifford “Pokey” Pickett

Clifford “Pokey” Pickett was a life long 
resident and business owner in Sheridan.  
He was a very talented man.  These 
carvings are just a few of the many he 
did.  In addition to wood carvings he 
painted pictures, did stained glass and he 
and his wife Dortha “Dort” weaved 
many rugs.  Their loom was bought by 
the museum and they continued to 
weave rugs here.  The loom is along the 
north wall and many of their rugs are 
here for sale.

In addition to his many talents, Pokey 
also made brooms on the broom making 
machine that was in his family.  It is 
located here in the museum also.  There 
are brooms in the museum for sale also.

Pokey was never one to sit around.  He 
was always busy with something!

* Extra note:  The small white box in the 
picture on the left contains an ink pen 
created from the old Sheridan gym floor.  
Pokey made them and gave them to all 
his classmates at one of their class 
reunions.

Carving of Pickett’s Point
 (as shown in the article on page 1.)



History from the “Olden Days”
In this month’s newsletter, questions are posted below to test your memory from the 1950’s in Sheridan.  For the questions you can’t figure 
out, the next newsletter will give the answers!   Good luck!

!.  Who was the town Marshall in 1953?

2.  When was the Wilson Milk Co. sold to Kraft?

3.  In 1951 who ran Pickett’s Point?

4.  Name the two dentists in Sheridan during the 1950’s.

5.  In 1951 what kind of station was at 3rd St. and Main?
     Who ran it?

Mephibosheth Ministries A Developmental disabilities group from Cicero 
recently spent a day enjoying the museum.

7 of 8



What’s On The 2026 Calendar

Meeting Times:  The Sheridan Historical Society meets at its museum on the second Monday on the month.  Programs are open to the 
public.  The Society meets at 6 pm and special programs will be set for 7:00 pm.  Weather may delay or postpone meetings.  Stay in touch!  
If you wish to receive a copy of the monthly agenda, contact Ron Stone.

Membership Applications:  If you would like to continue your membership please renew now.  We hope you will renew and also sponsor 
some new members!  An application is in this newsletter or you can request an application for new individual, family and corporate 
membership.   Contact Ron Stone at (317) 758-5170 or email at rmstone@ndwave.com.

Volunteer Assignments:  Email us if you would like to help!

Contact Ron Stone by cell phone or email:
(317) 758-5170 or rmstone@ndwave.com
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Sheridan Historical Society
315 S. Main Street
Sheridan,  IN   46069-112
Hours:
Tuesdays & Fridays (or by appointment)
1:00 - 4:00 pm, except holidays
Telephone:    317-758-5054
After hours:  317-758-5170
Email:  sheridanhistorical@att.net

Website:
www.sheridanhistoricalsociety.net

Ways to support the Sheridan Historical Society

Pizza Sales 2026

    May 16, Aug 15,  Nov 21

Call Vicki Remsen 
317-374-3654

    for more information Purchase a Christmas 
ornament of a veteran.


